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Testimonies: What was the most valuable
achievement or benefit of SUSFOOD?

The successful organisation
of joint calls with other ERA-

Nets as Core Organic and 
FOSC as an example of 

European alignment across 
borders

The attention and need for 
sustainable food research 

in the full food domain, and 
not only in agriculture

(thematic) 
transnational 

calls

Bringing together institutions 
supporting research and innovation 

with the involvement of industry, and 
addressing topics covering the whole 
food system from primary production 

to the consumer also thanks to 
collaborations with other EU 

initiatives

To create and 
promote a 
European 

network on food 

Tackling the issue 
of sustainability 
in food systems 
with a holistictic

point of view 

Inclusion of the entire 
food supply chain, 

interdisciplinary systems 
approach and continuous 
stakeholder engagement

The SUSFOOD network has offered 
framework to funders, stakeholders and 

researches to address the issue of sustainable 
food production and consumption. Ten years 

of SUSFOOD experience, knowledge and 
commitment in this area will be integrated in 

the coming European Food Systems 
Partnership.

International 
networking



Testimonies: What challenges lie ahead in 
the next 10 years?

Food systems today are not sustainable. In the 
future FS need to respond to increased 

demand for food by increasing production 
sustainably (more plant based food),   make 

optimal use of resources while mitigating the 
impact on the environment / climate and 

continue to reduce losses and  waste

To  validate  
relevant indicators 

of sustainability 
and use them for 

assessment in real 
life conditions 

Ensure food systems sustainability 
collaborative R&D is not compromised 
by Government priorities to increase 

localised agri-food productivity and to 
make public funding bodies understand 

the interdependencies between food 
systems sustainability and resilience. 

To better understand he 
complexity of food systems to 

select most appropriate 
leverage points

Exploring and experiment the 
new appropriate funding 

instruments to continue the 
future of what was considered a 
successful era-net on sustainable 

food and production.

Intensification of the 
cooperation between 

academia and industry. 
Meeting the Food 2030 

goals.

Currently, food security and 
self-sufficiently are a new 

priority. New knowledge on 
the link between nutrition 

and health provide 
opportunities for R&I 
adding value for food.

To provide healthy and 
sustainable food to all 

European citizens in this 
context of climate change, 
political, economical and 

societal crisis, and resources 
scarcity 

The future R&I 
work will be 
across the 
disciplines.



Would you like to share a personal thought/ 
memory related to SUSFOOD?

good vibrations 
in the network, 
active eranet!

SUSFOOD and CORE Organic networks have 
established a cooperation and regular exchange 

over many years. In 2019, two networks have 
launched a joint call on sustainable and organic 

food systems that offered an extraordinary 
opportunity to join the forces and support a 

broader scientific community. For me as a part of 
the management team it was a remarkable 

experience and would welcome all the new joint 
ventures! 

Great 
meetings

I have many good memories of SUSFOOD and those that come 
to my mind immediately are: 1. With great pleasure I think back 

to my first European networking meeting abroad on May 6, 
2010: the “Copenhagen SUSFOOD start”, preparatory meeting 
of the “CWG Sustainable Food Production for Wealth, Welfare 
and Health – SUSFOOD” organised by Niels Gøtke.  2.The short 

visits in Paris with colleague Karen V. to the Eiffel Tower in 2012, 
with colleague Katrien B. to the Avenue des Champs-Élysées in 

2014 and with Marianne Cl. (VLAIO) to Place du Tertre in 
Montmartre in 2014 as relaxation after the many tasks were 
pleasant.  3. The introduction and very special sustainability 

roof dinner in the ROOF restaurant (Ghent) organised by 
colleague Marijke H. in Nov. 2019 will also always stay with me.

Susfood was, for me, a 
great opportunity to work 
at European level and to 
meet enthusiastic people 
sharing a common view of 
the needs of research on 

food 

Being the coordinator of 
SUSFOOD 1, I have 

enjoyed organising the 
first meetings and 

workshops in the different 
countries of the partners 



Would you like to share a personal thought/ 
memory related to SUSFOOD?

It has been a privilege 
to take part in such a 
Consortium with so 
many experienced 

professionals involved

A very personal, but 
also professional and 

sympathic way of 
coordinating susfood

research 

The 2019 midterm cofunded projects’ 
seminar in Ghent was, I think, a great 

success: researchers, funding bodies and 
the other network partners, and External 
Advisory Board members interacted with 

enthusiasm on the topic Responsible 
Research and Innovation and Stakeholder 

engagement. The communication and 
interaction tools put in place by the 
organizers were very efficient and 

powerful.

excellent
coordination
management

SUSFOOD was my first EU project. 
Thanks to Sirpa Kurppa for taking me in 

her team. During the first SUSFOOD I 
faced the interesting phenomenon that 
in a  multidisciplinary team we use the 
same terminology meaning different 
things. Since then my (and European) 

understanding of food system has 
increased a lot and SUSFOOD has had a 

big role in that learning process. 

The timing for 
SUSFOOD was right.  
SUSFOOD brought 
sustainable food 

systems to the top of 
the policy agenda 



Would you like to share a personal thought/ 
memory related to SUSFOOD?

I learned a lot.  Scientifically through the 
projects and project presentations.  I 

learned how other funding partners are 
organized.  I learned about cooperation on 
European level in Era-nets.  I learned a lot 
of practical things.  And I got to know and 

to cooperate with some great people. 

In a globalised world in which food chains transcend 
country boundaries, solving the food system 

sustainability challenges ahead can only be achieved 
through research and innovation that brings together 

the expertise and capabilities available at different 
states. Susfood addresses precisely this need. It is 

therefore a pleasure and a privilege to be part of the 
bright Susfood community to deliver this important 

mission. 

I will always remember the 
professional and pleasant 
warm atmosphere during 
the meetings. Beautiful 

people and meeting places



www.susfood-era.net
@susfood_eranet
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